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Headteacher update @

Can you all believe that next week we are halfway
through Term 27 It has absolutely flown by. Term 2 is
one of my favourite terms as for me, it symbolises
coming together — preparing performances, organising
and attending events and all with a whole lot of sparkle
and teamwork. On that note, a huge well done to out
Year 3 and 4 teams for their J-Sax and Drumming
performances. They have worked exceptionally hard on
their skills and the whispers in the audiences echoed
how we all felt - “Wow! This is cool!”

| also want to take this time to welcome two new
members of our team. Mrs Toctan has joined our
Teaching Partner Team and Miss Foote our lunchbreak
team. Both are already making their mark and
establishing strong relationships with our pupils —we
know that they will be huge assets to our
staff team!

| hope to see you all at an event soon! :
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Communication Update: f"

We are relaunching our use of ClassDojo in a hope that it will
improve communication between home and school. Our aim is
to have this fully up and running by the end of Term 2. Your child
will come home with a code for you to link to their account once
you have downloaded the free app. Please ignore pop ups asking
you to pay. This is for the extended version only. There are useful
set up videos such as this one:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gqtjfqVFHw

Ways it will be used:

1. To communicate a Friday message to you all about what your
child and their class have been up to that week.

2. To update you on any dates or class-specific events

3. The school newsletter will now be added to the school story
as well as the school website.

4. Please note, we will not be using the chat function at this
time and any important messages will still come from the
school office. Please therefore continue to send your
enquiries through to office@gillingstool.org.uk or call 01454
866 527.

We will refine its use as we go but any feedback would be greatly

appreciated. Our aim, as always, is to support you as families.
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Important dates this term:

Monday 24" November
Year 6 Class Assembly at 9:10am

Monday 24" November - Friday 28" November
Book Fayre — open from 3:15pm - 3:45pm-ish daily. Come and
choose a new book to delve into! Card payments preferred.

Tuesday 25" November
Reception 2026/27 Open Day — 2pm

Monday 1** December
Reception 2026/27 Open Day —4pm

Wednesday 3" December
SEN Support Plans reviewed — families this applies to will receive
an invite to sign up to a session with their child’s class teacher

Thursday 4" December
KS2 Classes at the Bristol Old Vic

Friday 5" December
Non-School Uniform Day — please bring a bottle to support our
Christmas Fayre.

Wednesday 10" December
Year 3 pupils at Thornbury School’s Christmas Extravaganza at
Christ the King

Thursday 11" December
Christmas Jumper Day and our Christmas Fayre after school

Tuesday 16" December

Lower School Nativity - 2pm - Please note we are trialling a
change to our Christmas Performances this year in a hope to
make it more accessible to families as we appreciate the need to
take time off. Each class from Reception to Year 2 has a time to
shine in this year’s nativity.

Wednesday 17" December
Christmas Dinner Day

Thursday 18" December
Class parties to celebrate the end of another term

Friday 19" December

Remembrance: @

On Tuesday 11" November, our school Team observed the two-
minute silence in honour of those who have fought and lost their
lives for our freedom. Some of our Year 6 pupils shared a poem with
us; our Year 5s made a commemorative wreath; we watched a video
explaining the day’s importance and Mr Olver marked the start and
end of the two minutes by playing his euphonium.
The whole team were incredibly respectful and
knowledgeable about the day and it was a very
special moment shared by us all.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gqtjfqVFHw
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Getting Along Week /ﬂﬂh\ BBC Dance for Children in Need
Getting AlongWesk I &

We started our Getting Along week with a joint assembly What a special moment it was dancing to raise awareness for
with New Siblands and then had a marvellous time Children in Need and celebrating Taylor, our Year 6 pupil who
working with our partner classes and completing Children was selected as one of fifteen children in the UK to take part
in Need activities! Year 5 and 6 pupils also explored our in their main choir! Well done Team Gillingstool! We had a
child-friendly Anti-bullying policy to support Mrs Edwards wonderful time and there were definitely smiles and

with its review — thanks team! concentrating faces all round!

Exciting Christmas Opportunities
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Three exciting opportunities for you to get involved with: Times Table Rockstars ; f
1 . . . =

The Baptist Church are holding their annual

Donkey Servi onthe 14t f December: Keep your eyes peeled for our upcoming tournaments on
s 75 -?}( PN Times Table Rockstars. Which class will reign victorious?
v CHRISTMAS“ The winners will be announced in our celebration
DONKEY SERVICE assembly each week. If your child has lost their login,
: Y please contact their class teacher via the office or on the

Thornbury Baptist
Church gate at the end of the day.

2. Grace Care home, who we will be working closely )
with this year, have a colouring competition and Safeguardlng update'

opportunity to meet a festive animal on Tuesday
30 December. It has come to our attention that there is a YouTube channel
called JJ Everett Rose - Shortcuts which contains
3. WEMA are running two fun holiday Singing Days inappropriate references. A polite reminder to check your
for young people; a KS2 day on Monday 22" child’s restrictions on their devices and understand the
December, and a Secondary session on Tuesday content they’re seeing. Helpful information can be found
23" December. here: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
-H- . WEST OF ENGLAND = safe/online-safety/access-to-technology-for-different-ages/
\\-H' 4AND ARlTS N7 B
Hollday Smgmg

As the weather starts to turn, please ensure your child has
Two fun and engaging si
Holidays. One IZI 3?|\liven ir
years 7 upwards. With WEM
conductor Joe Galuszka.

Days {

anamed coat in school and appropriate outside weather

clothing such as hats, scarves and coats. We encourage
our pupils outside as much as possible and therefore want
them to be appropriately dressed to maximise this

Monday 22 December: KS2 Singing Day
Tuesday 23 December: Secondary Singing Day

More Information

wema.org.uk/music-activities-and-workshops

opportunity.
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